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el or this Work be of Men, it will. come 10 
. fought ; but if it be of God, e cannot 


WH againſt God. 


* JESS} HE s E Words are © the Advice at Ga: 
liel, 2 grave and learned Doctor a- 


[ 


he Advice was qe; in the-caſe of 
| the Apoſtles, whic 

the dead, and a little before his aſcending into Hea- 

ven, gave a Commiſſion to his Apoſtles and Dif- 


the Holy pirit upon them, and promiſing to be 
with them, and their Succeſfors to * end of the 
World. Accordingly the A 
thorized and furniſhed for oh Undertaking, enter'd | 
upon their Office preaching, Chriſt and © Reſur- 
rection every where, h bealing all manner of Diſea- 
ſes, and diſpoſſe ſſing evil «pon inſomuch that che 
12 e brought forth their fick into the Streets, and laid 


hem on Beds and 2 1 that the Shadow of Peter 
and a foe other les might come over them, aud _— 
Ig * 


eee 5 

Ars v. 38, 99. Wy . | 
464 now 1 ſa ante pv, Refraiw frow theſe | 
| men, 1 unto you, þ for if this Coun- 


— it, leſt i 9. be ande even to F. 


: by: mong the 2 at whoſe feet St. Paul | | 
g 95 ; 255 is ſaid to brought up, Ad, 21. 3. 
Coo) 
was briefly this 
Our bleſſed Saviour * his Reſurrection from 


Ciples, to go and preach the Goſpel v to all Nations; 
and to that end endowed them with Power from 
on high, by ſhowring down the Gifts and Graces of 


les being thus au- 


1 6 Biff ee „ 
5 — By theſe miraculous Cures their Doctrine 
all places where they oy 0 wot} Mul 


e 
1 ingqnled 


N 

* 
2 Pre e 1 z mon 72 Who 

ts the proje 

ice of 2 own, laid hands on the Apoſtles and 
committed them to Priſon, thinking thereby to pat 
2 ſtop to their farther Progreſs : bat God ſent an 
FE by nigat to o open the Priſon-Doors, and com- 
| Ne £0 go' into che Temple, and to 
0 ere of the things * e Life ;- ich 

rae and: wo ful. * 
14 0 Elders offended her at, 
the Apoſtles from the Priſon, 
che Officers fading 


Wy 


WE 


they accdedin ly did qyi 
cel. The . Prieſts 
Ent Officers to bring 
| Wee Ke them: = 
The Priſon-Doors ſhut, but ng Priſoners wit 
lated the ſame to the Chief Prieſts and Elders, 
began to doubt withjn themſelves, . and 10 yo 
whereunto theſe things would grow. However heir: 
ing the Apoſtles were in the Temple preaching and 
teaching the People, they order d the Officers to 9 
and briatz them thence without Noiſe 22 Vie 
5 (for they feared the People left they ſhoald 
> been ſtoned) and ſet them before the Council: 
which being done, the Chief Prieſt asked them how 
they durſt to propagate a rine amongſt che Peg- 
ple, which had forbidden them to preach ; 
to which they boldly replied, that they were to obey 
God rather than Men, withal declar 4% that chat 
Feſres whom they New and hang ed on 4 ee, hath Ge T4 
raiſed up, and exalted tobe a Prince and py Saviaur, to 
ve Reper & and Remiſſion of Yins, of mhich mt are 
itneſſes. When they heard theſe things, they werg 
Glied with r rage againſt the 3 and' togk conn. 
ſel together to put them to dea 
But while they were thinking on theſe things, 
| there ſtood up one in the Council, named Gamealtel, 
a e Senator, and of great Reputation among 
orc fr who, commanding the Apoſtles to be pur 


| a little * ſpake thus unto them, 76 
EB 1 Men - 


| the Univer ſity of Oxford. | 
75 11 i apr ing of 1 ys te 12 
tout theſe 2 thoſe 
4 SA one TRE, who ſoaked 5 e 2 | 
hee b TL: ee 4 
tle fi 
I _ Fey wa ſcattey'd an 12 


70 4 WE this man roſt one Judas « 


Mee 5s 


N deriſhed, e $994 many 


him, were diſperſed. From which Examp 
Ja bom re pe the-Words of of the Text, Y 


unto refrain from theſe: MW And let them 
| 1 1 bus. Wor be of met, is 
#ill com to noug bi; he of God, ye c | 
7725 erthyow it, e . would be to be found 
jghrers againſt : which caſt being ſome what 
bay 7 th ge of ſome Ye. 248 2. 2 our 
| to er xine of 
| e ok to contempt t * 0e ſers of it, it on 
not dein impr or un ſea ſonable to pe Hock the Folly 
and Dan bf 19 uch Attempts, which the grave Sena - 
tor ig the Text wiſely warns all men againſt. In 
_ the Words then we may obſerve, .  . 


1. A Caution feninſt all raſh and rigorous proteed- 
; hear againſt the Miniſters of Chriſt, 7 ſay unte n 
ap is wer iſe mit, and let them dlone. | 
uble Reaſon or Argument to. back and 
[ The one taken from the Vanity of A 
humane. Counſels and Contrivances ; for if tha 
_ Counſel. or this Work be of Men, it wall come to nought. 


The other from the Strength 155 Stability of the | 
2 pn 8 > but if it be of God, Wen 
i | | 
: Nl. The Danger of o ppoſing our Ways and Works 
to the Will of God; ae in theſe words, left 


 baply a be found oe toe againſt veg Ot cle 


— — 


1. 1 begin with the Cutie againſt al tit and ri· 
55 dus e againſt the Miniſters of Chriſt: 
rain Fw theſe men, and ler them, 


alone, 


* 0 Jou, 


bY ; 
the raving, and d aid mich people 5 


- : (| * 


% Ane, © 
eee is, abſtain from all Ae bf Crubſty di I 
Ferſecution towards them; for ſhedding of Blood 
| calls loudly for Vengeance, and the Cry of oP K 
Von is Clamorous in the eats of Heaven; God Al“, 


= 


| | G . * 1 \ 
8 mighty hath a tender regard both for his Magiftrates' . 
and 


da Miniſters, having given a ftriex charge not To 
I Touch his. Aminted, nor do hit Prophets any harm for 
he that foucheth them, foucheth the Apple of his 

Yl \ Eye, which will make God look upon him, not with = 


5 2 gträcious, but revenging Aſpect. NN 
| N ers r. Refrainine fals the men, and let⸗ | 
a» ting them alone, implies abſtaining not only fr mall 
Violence and hard Uſage of their Perſons, but from 
all moleſting them in their Office, and all hindring 
| rhe Succeſs of their Docttine, By defa ming 7 4 
_ deſpiling them; for 'to deſpiſe. dee | 


ak evil of -Dignities, - is part of the Character of 
DOR ove for. hy ANNE of EE 


\ © The Miniſters of Chriſt are now, as the ApoF- 
tles were of old, commanded to preach the glad | 
Tidings of Salvation thro Faith in his Name';/and 
tho the jealous Rulers among the Jews gave the Appſ- 
tles a ſtrait charge to the contrary, as ſome in our +; 
days may diſcourage us from doing our duty herein, 
yet we may and ought to take upon us the Courage 
of Peter and John, and boldly fay-unto them, whe- 
tber it be right in the fight * to hearken.to % 
more than God, Judge ye. We may not ſtifle the 
| Meſſage, which we have received from Chriſt him- 
fell, ropubliſh his Doctrine and teach in his Nam 
and cannot but ſpeak the things which we have hear | 
and ſeen, being appointed Witneſſes thereunto. 
The other Apoſtles and Diſciples, animated by the 
fame divine Spirit, preached the ame Doctrine every. 
where with the like Succeſs; the Fame whereof. - 
coming to Feruſalem, and the Cities round about, 
highly incenſed the Sanhedrim and fill'd them with 
Jreater Indignation, in ſo- much that nothing would 
tisfy them but the Blood of the Apoltles, till this, 
- blood-thirſty Rage was appeas'd. by the grave Ad- 
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vice of this Counſellor, who willed them to refrain” 
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Ks of Violenee and O 
ue one. ' To Which 1 "tis 100 — am” 
| 2 Ne hes, an te ates they kita 
Newa © A 
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Tom ts 


thut iy 4 that t 
| Sel by to — 755 har hey and 
Sig 


8 they were dai 125 
[is ry — 4 cel 225 red ig 
— * f w 
7 725 "the Word of God migbtily g den 
ae that from! thus part of the 
U6r's Adwiee, we may learn two things. 
Feed hen Lo_ 
e inflocen c 
poſing. endop reſſing the Set Vants and Embafſttors 
Chriſt, hes an the hatd age dane 0 


them is un o Whidſelfs Pt be Hhat fr, Jou, 
oF) Chriſt) dern um he that defpiſeth you, 


were colmed 
of 


; char ſont oh. Which may ch xngr to ger avite 
| afters iato heinous ties; nor p_ take 
malicious e — Gutter f for br eapftal Offen- 
ces. Si acru far 1 If aca 
cuſing — rd 2 e mike i who then can 
de innocent: d out bleffed Stviour hitmfelf 
was necofod end Arraigned before Pilate a Heathen 
Governor, and here 755 ſee the Apoſtles were cha 
yr high Crimes and Miſdemeanors before the 
| 'of Chr, Wers, merely for preaching in the 
_— Chriſt, which th w agaravated into a Des 
nging Chris Blo their Heads, v. 3% 
of fry, traduced their beſt Actions, and turn 
r very Virtues into Crimes; fo malignant a Thit 
& Malice, Which ſeldom or Ader e 
well, but commonly faſtens upon Men of the gtèate 
bg! and _ Yn Saviour 1 8 5 
ye 've not — 286 yo _ 
mete, it ſhall be Fern ef 2 5 
Sehe yo 12 1 


Where hs Ike wife — 
ſy 9 a e e 


i 


ing diſmey'd at their = 


Verb me; and he thit Ueſpiferb me, deſpiſeth him = 


5 „ 
l | : 
; : 
ka} 5 
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10 4 eme mal be 

| _ . they cannot ſee a Zeam in their own,” Charity is ſo far 

from ſeeking or finding of Faults, that it covers a 


us to put the beſt Conſtructions we can upon others 
Actions, and to give all the Allowghoes: Mercy. 

and Favour can admit of. Summum. jus (we know) 
is ſumma injuria : to purſue any with Rigour, to ſtrain 


Wonid be done to themſelves, and all wiſe and g 
Mien abhor the doing of it to others. To deter all 
Men from it, St. James hath told us, that they ſhall 


Which is the Advice of the wiſe Counſellor in the 
tom them, and let them alo 
1 Diſparagement to a good Cauſe, or the Perſons. con- 
. . cerned in it, but on the contrary: often gains Ad- 

ings for the name of. Chriſt, and fainted not under 


Fried in the Croſs, and deſpiſed the Shame, and became 
more than Conquerors .thro  Chrift that loved them. 


_ --» "Riches than the Treaſures of Egypt, Heb. 11. 26: 


And St. Paul preferred the Ignominy op 
fore all the Triumphs of Rome: and both having re- 


_ hereafter. | 


multitude. of Sins: and Lenity rather hides than 
hunts for matter of Accuſation, Both of them teach 


the Law, and fiſh for Evidence to do an ill turn, is 
eat injuſtice, and no better than legal Tyranny and 
ppreſſion; in- ſhort; tis what none can be willing 


haue ee without Mercy, that hem no Mercy. 
And therefore let us imitate our Maker, who rather 
waits to be gracious, than watches for dur Haltings: 


ext, not to proſecute the Apoſtles, but to refrain 


24ly, We learn from hence, that Suffering is no 


vantage to the one, and Honour to the other. © The 
Apoſtles rather rejoiced than repined at their Suffer - 


the greateſt Tribulations for his ſake: yea, they glo- 


Moſes eſteem d the Reproach of Chriſt greater 


f the Croſs be- 


pect to the Recompence of Reward, reckon'd the 
flerings of this preſent Life not worthy to be named 
or compared with the Glory that ſhall be. revealed 


2 


But the Rewird of good mens Sufferings is not 
always adjourn'd or put off till the next Life; but 
the Care and Vigilance of divine Providence over 
his Church and People, is often extended to them 
eyen in this, by bleſſing them in their Deeds, and 
wh deen 


3 ”——_— * 
* 

1 

| 
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2 FF 


ground by Perſecutions, and encreaſed the more 


bubo®@ 1» 5 © T5 


the dne of Oxtvrd., | 


Tis faid of the Mraclites, that the more they were 
afflicted. the more they multiplied and grew, Exod. 
1. 12. The Church of God hath frequently got 


the Endeavours uſed to ſuppreſs it; and therefore 


will become us, rather to appear in the defence o 


5+ 144 + LC. 
To ES 
| "44 


| 


injur'd Innocence, than to approve of or concur | 


with the evil Arts and Methods of Faction and Op- 


preſſion: Of this the wiſe Counſellor in the Text was 


not ignorant, who therefore adviſed the Chief Prieſts 


and Elders to abſtain from all violent Proceedings 
againſt the Apoſtles, to refrain from thoſe Men, and 
in point of Prudence and Policy to let them alone. 


+ 


And this will tea&me to, - 


= i 8 > 


* lk er 
Phe firſt whereof is taken from the Vanity of all 


II. The Reaſons or Arguments here urged to that . 


human Counſels and Contrivances; if this Counſel 


or this Work be of Men, it will come to nought. 
Where twill be requiſite to enquire . 

Firft, When any Work or Counſel may be faid to 
be of Men. And  * *' | , 


carry, and come to nought. 


2aly, Why that which is ſo, muſt | neceſſarily mi- 


For the Firft, By things being of Men, cannot + | 


meant in general of all the Counſels and Actions of 


Men; as if all ſuch, how well ſoever adviſed and un- 


| dertaken, muſt prove abortive or come to nothing: 


for God oftentimes makes uſe of Men as Inſtrumemts 


to bring about his own Purpoſes, 


— 


awful and laudable Undertakings. But a thing is 
ſaid to be of Men, when it proceeds from the Cor- 
ruption and Depravedneſs of human Nature, and 
hath nothing of God in it ſave only the Power of 
doing it; when it comes from the ſinful Pa ſſions, 
Humours, Luſts, or corrupt Deſigns of Mankind, 
tis then merely human, and faid to be of Men. 
(J.) I fay, any Work or Counſel that proceeds 
from the evil Paſſions of Envy, Hatred, 
5 | B 2 Revenge, 


and he is wont to . 
give Proſperity and Succeſs to good Men in all their 


lice or 


4 
- 


4 \ | 


1 


1 
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preſerving them from the Devices of their Enemies. 
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- .. Raven enge, czar coms from Sp of Gund, bat 


 "-£ious and revenge *$; 
5 8 with all th Fes 15 — 1 008 


8 8 Bvil for y'4 
What Neben din le n corrupt 5 
8 with be ſaid, to be of Men, Who are h 


ac Men, | for, ther which 4 bern 
n 


ture from that Fountain oſ Impurity from. which it 


* flows. 


ſaid to be of Men. St. James fetches their, Original 


0 coming not from above from the Father of Lights, 


nn 


| © Iholely an « properly: ind. to, be. Mens ck was | 
_ Cams — againſt Hacker = 
threns hatred agai — 


ich prompt Men to return Evil for 


Humaurs of Ambition, Pride and Faction, may li 


wi _ tooapt = 
1 8 is my of os nfl Dover ang E | 
their own and not the thin J Chriſt, and is 
kind Ns ares ſs __ yep th 25 | 
who they think ſtand in the way of their Prefer 
NN . 


£]ves, and to raiſe a. Reputation upon the Ruis of 
1 Betters, 


) What proceeds fram e Ran: and fend) Lofts, 
Fleſp, John z. 6. what is derived by, — 14 


e origina Corn. 0 Man's N —. ally 
Propagation from our firſt Parents, receives a Tinc- 


. or milled by theſe thin 


Laſtly, Whatever proceeds from the corrupt De- 
ſigns and Devices of Man's Heart is m e human, 
and owes its riſe to depraved Nature: Of this kind 
are the evil Counſels and Contrivances of: worldly 
Wiſdom, the Projects of ſubtle and craſty mus 
cians, which coming for the 2 from à falſe 


deceitful Heart, and directed to nds, axe truly 


deeper, and brands worldly Wiſdom or Policy With 
the black Characters of Harthiy, Senſual, Devil 


but from from the Father of Lyes nor Im- 


1 on * $6.44 * 1 1 * wal (8; . 1 
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55 N ad 10 be of Mei, when it h under: 
taken, without, or againſt God 


e.g to- — his W 
"© as not. to ſy 


8 8 Work may 
"Bat why, or how tome it to paſs, that ſuch 272 
ng 


Is congern'd in Honour to daſh and defeat ſuch En- 


of Men, aro age d up by the Lay in the Works . 


| Cal. 5. Na e are reckon'd up 
* a rc of Tacleanncls, 2 HW 
ted Variangey, Eonulations,, "if | 


to which 


oly Siek. More - 


1, When; any Counſel or; Work is entred 
and, carried on wit 


d: or 


wren notbing 


a of: Men. And 
e „are 2 9 which are ſet 


about wink 4 Will Command of God re- 
Of. this ſort are all Pro- 
jects laid — 0ga] vi bog Gb Church, which he hath promiſed 
to; protect, .and 


non and, Glory, of. wh 
it ta be invaded 


Thus 1 have briefly. ſnewed 
be ſaid to be purely human or of 


. jealous and tender, 
or given to any other. 


Ee N mi 
for ſo the wiſe Man here 
men, ROMs come 1944 
this two Accounts may her oy 
ow! from the natural tendency. of the things 
1 wh which lead to their own overthrow or 


The Re acher fron. the. juſt Perverz of God, who 


ae ae com mew nothi 


"7 


terpriles, 


WEN There, is a natural tendency in theſe buman De- | 


vices, to defeat- and deſtroy themſelves; for havi 
no ſound or afs Bottom to ſtand upon, they mull 


ad dt and fall to che Ground, likea Houle 


dle Vniverſity. of Gabe. 4 is 


nber 
hout looking up to God for his 
Aa Aſſiſtance, 


eee hai imploring his Ai | 
_ and without having an eue or regard to his Glory, 
n God in them ate 


ſigns level d aga inſt Pie He. | 


you, when any Coun- 


* ra Kot Hoo Yonge 1 n 
#4 "4 Sermon en befor 
built upon the Sand, which” for want 'of à firm © 
Fonndation cannot ſtand the ſhock of a Storm; but © 
is ſhaken or blown down by every Tempeſt. Evil 
Counſels are commonly attended with that Weak! 
_ neſs or want of Power, that makes them fail or miſ- 
carry of themſelves. How weak is thine Heart 
' (faith God) ſeeing thou doſt theſe things? Exel. 16. 
30. Guilt melts the Courage of the ſtouteſt Sinners, 
and fills them with Shame and Remorſe; it arme 
their own Minds and Conſciences againſt them, ſo 
that neither their Heads nor their Hands can perform 
their Enterprize. Beſides, there is that inconfiſtence 
in Falſhood and Hypocriſy that frequently betrays 
it ſelf, and brings all its Deſigns to diſcovery and 
diſappointment ; and they that are wiſeſt to do evil 
are oftentimes notably befool'd in their underſtand. _ 
ing and ways. And as there is a natural tendency.” ⁵ü 
in evil Counſel to deſtroy it ſelf, ſo CH SES» : 
2. The Juſtice of God uſually interpoſes, and 
da ſhes all ſach Devices into pres, for he taketh the 
Wiſe in their own Craftineſs, and the ways of the 
Wicked are carried headlong, Fob 5. 13. He'infa- - 
tuates the Counſels of the ſubtileſt Heads, and turns 
the Wiſdom of ſuch Achitophelt into Folly. © So the 
Prophet Jſaiab obſerv'd of the deſigning Politicians of 
his time, ſaying, he fruſtrateth the Tokens of the 
Lyars, and maketh Diviners mad; he turneth the 
wiſe Men backward, and maketh their Knowledge 
fooliſh Iſaiah 44. 25; In a' word, he blaſts the 
Counſels of the Wicked, and ſmites the ſtrongeſt 
Brains with Infatuation and Phrenzy, when they are 
level'd againſt him. Of theſe things'we haye many 
Inſtances both in ſacred and profane Hiſtory.” We 
read in Scripture how God made the Hearts of the 
Egyptians melt, and their Spirits fail in the midſt of 
them, mingling à perverſe Spirit among them, 
that made them fall out, and fight one a ainſt 
another; Jſaiah 19. 1, 2, 3. The Hiſtory of our 
own Country informs us of ſome, who, having over- 
turned all things in Church and State, were in a lit- 
tle time overturned themſelves by the Diviſions and 
 Folliesof their owt Counſels. We find the , ej 


Ps. uphraiding and threatning the rebellious -_ 
Jem; Aſſociate your ſelves, O ye People, and ye "ball 
le broken in piecen take counſel to ether, and it ſhall 
 Came-to noughe, ſpeak the Word and. it ſhall not Rand, 
2 2 God is with us, Iſaiah 8. 9, 10. If God be with. 
and for us, it matters not Who is againſt us; his 
Preſence is a ſufficient guard againſt all the Power 
and Policy of our Enemies, for he ſheweth Strength } 
with his Arm, and ſcattereth the proud in the Ima>  _.. 
ginations of their Hearts: which is enough to con- | 
vince. us of the weakneſs and vanity of all merely p 
human Contrivances, the firſt Argument of the Text, 
If it be of Men, it will come to noughlt. 
The ſecond is taken from the Firmneſs and Stabi- 
lity of the diving Counſels; If it be of God, ye can- 
not overthrow it. Where we muſt again enquire, 
1 t, When a thing may be faid to be of God 2 


Second} „Why that which is ſo, hath ſuch a Firm- 
neſs a Stability in it, that it cannot be over- 
n 3 
I. A thing may be of God two ways, either by Per- 
miſſion, or by Fein and Approbation. In 
the firſt Senſe, all Evils both of Sin and Puniſhment 
may be ſaid to be of God, becauſe he permits the 
one, and inflicts the other. What Evil is there in the 
City (faith God) and I have not done it? Amos 3.6, 
And out of the Mouth of the moſt High (faith the 
Church in the Lamentations) ge not bot h 
Evil and Good? Lam, z. 38. Nothing can come to 
ſs without him, and he doth whatever pleaſeth him 
an Heaven and Earth, the Sea, and in all deep Places. 
The revolt of Jeroboam, and the ten Tribes of ra- 
el from the Houſe of David, is ſaid to be of the 
Lord, 1 Kings 12. 24 And in caſting Jonah into 
the Sea, tis ſaid that God had done in it as it pleaſed 
him, Jonah 1. 14. Theſe and the like things are of 
God by way of permiſſion in the Courſe of his Pro- 
vidence, which he ſo overrules, as to make them 
ſubſervient to his own wiſe Ends and Purpoſes, i 39 
But there are other things of God, by divine Ap- 1 
pointment and Approbation; and theſe are cbs 4 8 
| here 19 


a 


5 . this Advice of the wiſe mat 


46 Abe be 


fl, 10 
things done in conformity to God's Will, And in 3 
dience to his Commands; which are moſt 5 
vor to be. of God, by ils eſperial Order 


- Andas the things that are of men Mete debbie kit? of 


which *proceeding from the Cor. 

N ture, and hawiüg 8 | 

550 bathe Power and Wiſdom to 11 8 4 
Aer 1 


neteffarily fall and come to nought; 
tat be of God are retxon d up in the fame Ch apter 

among. the Fruits of the Spirit, which are 8 
2 wh Peace, Loug-Fu) ering, Gentleneſs 
meſes Fa HMethneſs, Teraperante - againſt 452 
the Apoſtle) _ £5 1m Law, that is, to pro 
puniſn them, but there ure mary g's require 
and reward them: and theſe are ſo we 8 1 
kis heavenly Bleſſing and Aid, that to: 
- or Policy is Able 55 overtürn them. 1 
ext, Jf it be of God. ye 3 . 
Ter fs Bat how come "the il Wantz or 
| 7 of God to have ſich 4 firmneſs and ſtabifiry 
above 1 haman Devices? Gt 
*. ; of that inder Oronnds 2 and Reaſbis r 5 

g <> 85 

1. The Coanfels of the Lord are contriw'd by tnf fi: 
nite Wiſdom, that can ſre to the Bottom and End 
All things, and fo hoth oy * 7 ty for eat of 
Forefight : bs Eyes behdld, 2 je 
Children of Alen; band in Rita are 2 md a the T Bored 
of Wiſdom. and Knowledge. The Devices of Men 
are often contrived by weak Heads ＋ ſhallow Un- 
derſtandings, that cannot fee afar off; they catinot ' 
diſcern with what [lender Threads the huet Projects 
are woven, nor upon how ſligtit So a. 
the whole Fabrick of their Policy h There are 
4 thonſand Accidents which they can t foreſbe Ang 
prevent, that may daſh their moſt ich of Deg 
and bring them down to the lowe Fort Des is 
when they are mounted to the top of their Conf. 
dence, But, 


. in 8 Apoſtle h Catalogue of the works of _ 


Gh 
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adus God of Knowledge, and by him AQtions 


are weigh'd, 1 Cem, 2. 3. He ſearches the Hearts of 
U mens and is privy to all their ways ; and there- 
re none can fruſtrate his Counſels, or defeat their 
us: tis in vain to think of outwitting infinite 


ing eſtabliſh'd, they muſt ſtand for ever, and none 
can overthrow hem. 
2. The Counſels of the Lord are founded upon in- 
finite Juſtice and Righteouſneſs; and that giyes them 
ſo fiem 4 Fondation, that they cannot fall, bur 
muſt ſtand faſt for ever. The Lord is righteous in = 
is Ways, ſaith the Plalmilt, and holy in all biz Works, 
ſal. 14. 295. The Devices of Men are frequently 
— on Intereſt and Vain- glory, on Oppreſſion 
and Injuſtice; all which are ſo bad Bottoms, as can 
ive no Strength or Stability, but like a tottering 
Fabrick ſink and fall of themſelves. He that ſeeks 
to raiſe his Fame or his Fortune upon the Spoils of 
others, hath ſo many watchful Eyes p him, and 
& many ways of defeating” him, that he is generally 
to ſhame, and oftner ruins than raiſes him- 
ſelf. The Thrones of Princes are eſtabliſhed by 
RighteoaſneG, but overthrown by Iniquity, 
Now the Counſels of the Lord being all done in 
Truth and Equity cannot fail, and nothing can weak- 
en or undermine them; like a Houſe built upon a 
Rock, they will ſtand firm to all Ages, and weather 
all the ſtorms and waves of Wickedneſs, Thou ha 
maintained my Right and my Cauſe, faith holy David, 
rhou fiteft in the Throne, and judgeſt right eoufly  tbew 
Halt judge the world in Righteouſueſr, and minifter true 
Fro N unto the people, Plal. g. 4,8. Aud therefare, 
faith he, thy —— is an everlaſ ing Kingdom, am 
thy Truth endureth to all Generations. 0 1270 
3. The Counſel of the Lord is manag d by Infinite 
Goodneſs and Mercy, and that makes it permanent 
pens IR ey won and Injuſtice pervert Coun- 
Mel, and frequently bring it to no effett ; Deſigns of 
Cruelty commonly prove abortiye, and he that con- 
ceiveth Miſchief in his heart oſten miſcarries: where- 


as Gapdaseſs and Tau d Street agd nn 


Widdom, wich which the Saunſels of the Lord be- 
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116 Sem preathd before. © 
0 Counſel, and render it of laſting Uſe and Benefit; 
I have ſaid, 3 ſhall be ſet up for ber, faith Da. 
wid, th Truth ſhalt thou Rabliſh in the Heavens, RI 
. "reouſneſs and Equity are the Hahitation of thy. Seat, 
Mercy and Truth ſralt'go before thy Face, Plal $9.2, 
15. And what hath ſo good a Foundation cannot be 


ten: OS: e | 
Laſtly, The Counſel of the Lord is back d with in- 
finite wer, that is able to do all things; and 
therefore that ſhall: ſurely ſtand. The Devices of 
Men frequently fall for want of Power to ſupport 
and carry them on. They :magined a Device (faith 
| _ that they ware not able to perform, Pl. 21. 11, 
Sin enfeebles the Faculties both of Body and Mind, 
and the Safety of God's People often lies in the Im- 
potence of their Adverfaties ; but God hath all Po- 
er both in Heaven and Earth, and none can have any 
without or againſt him: He can and will perform a 
his good Pleaſure, and nothing is able to controul or 
refiſt his Wiſh e ee eee ON e eee 


# qo 
= 


Thus we ſee both the Vanity of all humane Devi- 
ces, and how many ways they may fall and come to 
ndught; and likewiſe the Stability of the Divine 
Counſels, and upon what firm ground they ſtand. 
WMaanriesnses, de e een 


. III. To op onr ways or works to the Will of 
God, is to be found oper againſt him; which 


— 


none ever did, and proſperd. This is implied in 
theſe words, Ie haply ye be found to fight againſt Gad. 
The firſt Fighters againſt God that we read of were 
thöſe Giants or Babel-builders, who thought by 
building a Tower, er Top ſhould reach up to 
Heaven, to fortify themſelves againſt God, and to 
overthroy his Counſels; that nothing might reſtrain 
them from having their own Wills, and walking in 
their own Ways. But God diſappointed their De- 
ſigns by confounding their Language, and ſcattering 
the proud in the Imaginations of their Hearts, as we 
read, Gen. 11. 7, 8. And may all that would turn 
Zion into Babel meet with the like Confuſion. 
Io draw then to a Concluſion, let us learn, pf 1 | 
% 3 ä 7 , 


EFinſt, From the Vanity of all humane Contrivances 


. 4 c 


to beware of engaging in them, or lay ing too much 


ſtreſs upon them. For this is to oppoſe our ſelves a- 


inſt Heaven, to fight againſt God ; and we are 


expreſ tl that no weapon either of Power or 
P 


icy ſorm d againſt him ever did or can proſper, 


im ſhall be condemn d. / 54, 17. ets 4 
1 From the Sta lit of : the Divine Coun- 
ſels we may learn to truſt and rely upon God's Pro- 
vidence, and to refer our ſelves unto. him for the 
Succeſs of all our affairs. Commit thy may unto the 


Lord (faith: the Pſalmiſt) and but thy truſt in him, 
and be ſhall bring it to. paſia Plal, 37. 5. We may rea- 
all ma 


ſonahly expect a better Iſſue of tters by leaving 
them in God's hand, than by following the Devices 
and Deſires of our on heart; the one is a ſure and 
ſafe way to Succeſs, the other is ſubject to many 
Failings and Miſcarriages. If we caſt our ſelves and 
. our affairs upon God, we ſee he hath Wiſdom, and. 
Power, Juſtice and Goodneſs enough to proſper and 
bring them to paſs: and therefore he told the People 
of Hrael, that if they would bearken to him, and walk 
in bus Ways, he would ſoon put down their Enemies, and 
their time; ſhould endure for ever, Plal, 81. 14, IK he 
would ftabliſh his Word with them, and not ſuffer 
his Truth to fail. God Almighty hath many ways 
of proſpering and preſerving is People whilſt they 
ſtick to him; as by removing their Enemies by 
Death, by infatuating their Counſels, by fruſtrating 


S 


and every Tongue. that. riſeth in Judgment againſt, 


”- 


6 * 


their moſt promiſing. Projects, and the like: inſo- 


much that we cannot miſcarry in his hands; and no 
one 4 harm us if we are Followers of that which 
is good. SS; 

 Thirdly,-From the Stability of the Divine Coyn- 
ſels, we may learn the Danger and Folly of oppoling 
dur ways and works to the Will or Word of God: 
for tho he hath pronounc d them bleſſed that walk in 
his Ways and delight in his Laws, and promiſed that 
whatſoever they do ſhall proſper; yet for the ungod- 
1y it is not ſo with them, for he ſcattereth them like 
Chaff from the face of the Earth, and daſheth all 


C2 


3 g 


20 4 p K. 


their Enterprizes. He giveth them to their own 
| 6 hg to walki wo ways of het own Conn 


— 4 — that will lead them headlong to their rp] | 
ion. 

Fourthly, The Stability of the Divide Cpunſels wif | 
encourage us to go on chearfully in 2 * 
which he hath proniiſed ö. | 
People, and not to be dil very 0 4 out of 
it by . Threats or Attempts of any, ho bend 
their wits or forces agsjnſt 4 : Fir Hh n 
How to deliver the g Oe, 1 4 


e the unjuſt unto 160 thy 
Foo Ars o, He hath yo us, ak all A 
ther for gobd to chem Yhat lobe Bad, und walt 


work t 


in his Mays, and nothing ſhall harm them in (the latrer 
end; and | Therefore: God commanded the Pr ; 
comfort his People, and to ſpeak comforts to 

double 1 


ruſalem yo br her Warfare wan 
ne, pe | ny þ [rn # ax 1h L 

e bad of Ia. 40. 1. 
„From this 4 we way Lern 0 Teck 
a od for hel = font Fee. and to im - 
plore his Bleſſing in all our affairs, who Rath deter- 
mined to fend vs ſaccont from his BD Place ; tot 
beraking our ſelves to any finful Courſes for or own 
ſiſety, bat committing out ſelves unto God in well- 
| doing: ſo ſhall n fe under the ſhadow of his 
Wings, And ſince his Will and Counſel muſt ftand 
for ever, we. may reſt affured, that in To doing we 
mall never fall "| lly having bid us to call upon 
him in times of Trouble, wich a Promiſe of hear» 


' Ing us, and giving us occaſion r0 bleſs and praiſe his 
Name. 


' Which God grant for cle Merits and Mediation 


Jeſus Chriſt; to whom, with the Father _ r 
4 70 


N 


Ghaſt, three Perſons and oe God, te - 
Honour, Power, Might, Mejehy, « * 
both now bee: ard ever more, # 
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The Sundl ing- Hock f Gren 
moved out of the way of Deiſts; or, t 
' Invalidity and Injuſtice of the Offences taken 
az ainſt Chriſt o antient and modern Heres 


picks, 


DISCOURSE | 


Before the UNIVERSITY 
of Oxford in the Year 1720. 


By MATTHEW Ho Lx, D. D. 


Rector of Exeter-College, and Vicar of Stoke. 
: garſy i In yin. 


Matthew XVIIL 7 W unto the World becauſe 
55 Offences ; foo i it muſt needs be that Offences 


come, but wo to that Man by whom ons Offence 
cometh, 
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Aud bleſſed. is. he mhoſoever ſball not le 
end 2k 3 ended 18 .. 

H E Occaſion . of - theſe Words was 


FOR 3 1 : 
[Raz © from à Meſſage of St. John the Baptiſt, 
who ſent two of his Diſciples with this 
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$8 Queſtion to our Saviour, Art then be 
at ould come, or look we for another? 
Ver. 2, 3. Aſtrange Meſſage (one would 
think) to proceed from St. Jam, Who was both his 
Herald 8 him, and his Harbinger to pre- 
pare the Way before him, yea, Who uſher'd him in- 
do the world, with Ecre Agnus Des ! © behold; the 

Lamb of God, that taketh away the Sins of the World! 

Could he then doubt of a thing wherein he was ſo 

fully and particularly inſttucted? or queſtion 2 
- Truth himſelf, which he was commiſſion'd to puhli 

and declare to others? No certainly, thisQueſtion > 3 

proceeded not from any Diſtruſt or Unbelief in St. 
1 —4 who both aw and bore record, that he was the . 
Son of God, John 1. 34. but being then in Priſon, 1 
and in danger of being put to death by Herod, he 

feared leſt the Faith of his Diſciples might be aſſault- 

ed and ſhaken by his Sufferings; and therefore he 

thought fit to ſend then to our Saviour, fora more 1 

explieite Cowviction and Confirmation of their Faith 
in him, that whatever befel him, they might 7 \\ 
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but immediately a 
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tinge ſtedfaſ and unſhaken in the belief of him; And 


oubt or diffidence in their aber that ſent t hem, 


es 1 to their Satisfaction, 8 

and for a Proo EE nded, he appeals 

to 1 at dab e al of Heaven ; bid- 
* to. go 


ard tell” John, what thin 
{re the Blind fees he 


they bl ber ws, 2 
ſe tleanfed, the Deaf 2 


r L* 298 and 


11 of the MR 


ties und Oppelition ht meet with 
1 da, te ade rhe Words of our Text, 
he wh: ſhall not be offended in me. el 
ch Words 'OpfAl bo roquilite don, (f 


1 What ir to be cffended in Chriſt. 


been taken againſt him: Together with the Weak- 
ne and Injefticeof hem. 


Offences And 
ly, conclude with the Blefſedneſs of thoſe that 
flags them, and are not by any of thoſe ways 


854 10 bir Of ll whick enn 


art. And 


-Þ What it is 40 be effended/ in Chriſt. Why: 
chat eſſton 'fignifies not barely a doubting or 
GER "kde, but ſuch à one 2s is attended with a 


* 5 
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Il. That many have been, and hill are offended i in 
| toes as; that are unt de 


IV. What may be the Riſe or Occaſion of tho 
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from ſanctifyiag this Lord God of Hoſts in their 
| © carts, that they openly rejefted and crucified him, 
b And inſtead of g©hint their fear and their dread, 
made him only their ſeorn und defifion. ' After which 
EN. 8 St. Paul tells us that hit crucified was a Stumbling- 
=. - \Blockto the Jes, and to the Greeks. Fooliſhmeſ ; and 
E. St. Hartbew, that miny were offended in him. Yea, 
end Chriſt himſeif declaring, that when the 8on 
Earth, Which he ſoon experienced by the ſew that 
| : . received and believed in him. Nie cee ei 
nenne eps only? Is In- 
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' peculiar to the 'Jews 
fidelity:confin'd to the Houſe of Iſrael; and the con- 

6  _fempt of our Saviour to the In ms of Jeruſa-· 

Jem! Twere well jadeed, if it were ſo" But aſas! 


we find St. Paul ſadly: complaining of ſome vrho had 
embraced Chriſtianity, that they were Enemies to 
_ theCroſs of Chriſt, crutifying the Son of God afreſh; 
addy their impious Lives and Doctrines putting 
him t0-an open Shame, St. Peter tells us, that this 
Meint Stone is df indeed of Men, tha choſen of 
ws — 1 * 5 — pi not this Woo Eran that 
oh aid in Zim, the ſafety an ſecurity of the 
| Charch,- by - ſome - Maſter-builders refuſed in our 
| Days? Do not ſome bring in "danmable Herefies, 
| denying the Lord that bought them, and daſhing againſt 
the Rock of their Salvation? And tho by the Lord's 
| Own doing he is made the Headſtone in the Corner, 
| r Rutiable and fall at him to their own 
| „„ „ 0G 1 IL oÞ of rH 1 
| But here ve muſt note, when Chriſt is faid to be 
3 2 Stone of ſtumbling or Rock of Offence, it muſt be 
| meant only of 2 Iſſue and Conſequence, 
| 
| 
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Seesen 
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not the primary End and Deſign of his coming; for 

this Stone was not laid in Zion merely for a Stum- 
_ bling-block to trip up the Heels of bis NN x . 
but many would anhappily take an Oecaſion to fall 8 


*- 


by it to their on utter Ruin, Our Bleſſed Saviour 
Was not born into the World to be à Gin, to entrap 
and endanger Mankind; for if ſo, it dad been better 
for us he had never been born, and the'Angels glad 
Tidings of great Joy at his Nativity had been rather - 
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both of their Sia and their Deſtruction; but only 


taken againſt the Perſon and Doſtrine of our Saviour, 


But becauſe the bare mentioning of theſe Offences | 
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flereat Nature; to wit, to reconcile Mankind 
Maker,. from whom they had revolted; 8 
— . 3 whe 5 
5 t0 to F 
2 "and to-entitle them to the ended is 
er di wied ena dent ede, 
— what c more n 
t down the Price of this World, to *. 
poſe its ad mired Vanities, and to vain Men 
out of that fond Eſteem. and Value they had ſet 
upon them? Without this he muſt certainly have 
miſſed his End, and defeated the Delign * his 
coming: for who would liſten to Di neſs of ano” 
ther World, from one that ſeemed to affe& the 
Riches and Gallantry of this? or learn the Leſſons 
of Mortification and Self denial from . that de- 
. in Plenty and ce? 
ſt therefore our * ſhould give "this | re- 
:adics to the World, and by "a ox 
der the Succeſs and Efficacy of his rine, moſt 
neceſſary it was that he ſhould appear without the 
leaſt Oſtentation of worldly Pomp and Greatnefs, 
which might inveigle the Minds of his Followers 
with the love of theſe things, and draw them from 
the purſuit of thoſe inviſible fe Joys and Glories of ano- 
ther Life which he came to lead theni to. Fot chis 
Reaſon it was, that this Feen eat Light of the orld en- 
u 


tered into it in ſuch Obſcurity, and paſſed his time 


nt bake State of Meanneſs and Porery z for tho on 
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him out 


xample K 4 
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N \ and the Faln | 
deſtitute of a Place where to lay his Head, merely 
to wean his Followers from the love of any worldly 


therefore ſtill 


Wi A. made un 
wi i co en thodknds by Miracles ben he 


aſed, yet himſelf: choſe to be in a condition 


te 


Hunger; 
| thereof, 


yet he was content to be 


| Greatneſs, and to ſhew that he came not to triumph 
in theſe earthly things, hut to 8. over them 
Which is ſuſficient to remove this fir | Offences 

| the Perlon af Chriſt, -- Nun 

The ſecond is taken Bo the freedom and amis 

rity of his Converſation in the World. 


murmured NR him, ſaying, this Man receiveth 
88 eateth with them, Luke 15. 2. They 
7 upbraided his Diſciples with, 


And * for his Preſence at a deutz, and the 
Freedom of his Conaverſation at it, they ſtile 
Gluten, a Wineljbber, and a Friend of Publicans and 
Sinners,” Mat. 11. 9; 
famous to — their Exactions and Oppref- 
ſions made them odious to the and were 
coupled with Sinners. The Phargſees 
would not come near; for fear uf Pollution by them, 
and kept at a:diſtance from them as Perſons not fit 


for their Con verſation. Now they expected the 


ſame or greater Rigours from the Meſſias, and 
thought ĩt fncoablent with his Holineſs and Gran- 


thoſe that were reputed none of the beſt,” proved a 


preat Offence to many. To remove which, it will 
enough to conſider the true End and Deſign of dis 


Freedom, and that Was two-fold. - - 
1. To do R 
Bodies even the worſt of Men. And 
2. To give an d pen and Albit 


to all Mankind. 
For the Firſt, He went up and dewn indeed, but 


was ſtill doing good; healing all manner of Dil. 
_ _ Maladies ho both corporal and pan This 
freedom 


and tho the whole Earth was his 


v1 This was 
the Objection of the Scribes and Phariſees, who often | 


Wiy caceth | 
er with Publicans and Sinners ? Mat. 9. II. 


ile him a 


+ The Publicans were Perſons in- 


deur to be ſo familiar. And therefore to ſee our 
Saviour ſo freely to walk abroad and converſe with 


Offices both to the Souls and 


op. 


Turned em Durkaeſs mtg" Eight 


are ſick, meaning: that his Company was 
Me Where it aS moſt wanted and he: | 
#s ths -Neceſh ties of Mens Souls required! it, He 
| wg the Phariſees that he came ndt#t6.Guieherightrans, 
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* Am@as-utiworthyof. 


__ With Piblicats and Sinners was theirtRepentance a 2 
Sawation; he converſed with them, flot to confirm 


Body for viſiting Hoſpitals! and: fitk-Patiehts 


Heede of Combi ſa nn gave hint lie Opportunity ef = 


"Rathing and inſtrusting alb Mankind, and inflilling 
Marry good Leffors imtd them by which many — ; 
. „and from the 

Power of Satan to Cod. The whole, faith our Sa- 
viour, have ne need of the Phyſician, but they that 
moſt ſuite 

affofdet it 


ſuch as art vainly - conceited? of their on 


3s, | 
| Holiviels, bur Str td Reperrantes ſuchd bunible ard 


modeſt Offenders a are ſenſible of their Faults aud 


willing:to'amend; theſe being motn likely to become 


better, than ſucl ac ars lifted up withe vgn Opinion 
of their e ee eee ee Man- 

ir Society and Converſation; = 
adding, that Publican an Sinnes fhould anter into the 
Vn dom of Daten b theſer Sol that the main 
End and Heſignu oſ out Saviour's e tiag aud ee. ; 


them in their Sins; but to ronvinee and convert them 
from tlie Error. of their ways. He wi ſo far from 
| ing the 'ExaRions! of the Publicans that he 
exaQec Reſtitution and Reformations from ther; 
and "inſtead of cohnrenahcingand) encouraging, 
reproved- and reprehended: the) Virtw of Sinners. 
Avidithis' was atterided! with forgo Effet, that by 


this means he won Marthem u publichm from the 


Rete it of Coſtowm; whoat hivcallefr la un full 
bin,; and. likewiſe Zarbeuc,} who" from » Publicatt 
and Exactor, became a Convert: and: Fearher::of 
Righteouſnek,- reſtoring” fodr- fold) to) all ho hel 
had wronged. He was feaſts by St. Adurthemt bur 
kis Preſence and Diſcourſe-was'the- beſt fart of the 
Entertainment. And he went te Zauber s Hobie, 


only to bring Satvation with Him, In ſhort, bis 


whole Converſation with Sinners was merely to do 


good, and promote their Welfare. 80 that the 


Phariſees mißht as well blame the Phyſiciatiiof the 
E 1 


Saviour 
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ſation was to give 
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Saviour for viſiting thoſe that la boured undet more fi- 
ritual and dangerous Diſtempers. e 


Moreover, Second, Our Saviour's freedom of Conver- 
in Example of Humanity, Candor; and 


Condeſcenſion to Mankind. Iis no part of Religion to 


be ſour, moroſe, and cynical, tho ſome make it a great 
part oſ their Holineſs : Nabatfor his Churliſhneſs is ſtyled 
one of the Sons of Bela! ; and to bid others ſtand off, 


come not nigh me, for I am holier than thou, is rather 


the Language of a proud Phariſee, than a good Chriſtian. 
Our Blefſed Saviour ſhewed himſel 


f marvellous free and 


converſable with all Mankind, and willed his Followers to 


to a Crown of Glory; they reckoned it abſurd to expect 


go and do likewiſe ; Zearn of me, ſaith he) for I am meel 
and lowly in Hrart. There was nothing crabbed or auſtere” 


in him, but in the whole Courſe of his Life he was affable, 


kind and obliging, not declining the civil Society of Pub- 
licans and Sinners; and hath thereby taught us to be 
humble, courteous, and kindly affectioned towards all 
Men. So that the Freedom of his Converſation was ſo 
far from any juſt Exception againſt him, that it affords 
an excellent Pattern for our Imitation. wy 
Thirdly, Another Offence taken againſt our Saviour was 
the Bitterneſs of his Death and Paſſion; not only the 
Meanneſs of his coming into the World and living in it, 
but the Miſery of his Death; and inglorious way of going 
out of it, hath proved a great prejudice-to many. Cru» 
cifixion was a' ſervile Puniſhment, inflicted only on 
Slaves and the vileſt Malefactors, and was therefore at- 
tended with Ignominy and a Curſe; for it is written, 
Curſed is every one that hangeth on a Tree. So that a cru- 
ciied Saviour was looked upon as a groſs Abſurdity, ta- 
king it to be infinitely beneath the Honour and Innocence 
of the Meſſias to be expoſed to ſuch an infamous and ac. 
curſed Death. Hence we read that Chriſt crucified was a 
Stumbling-block to the Jews, and to the Greeks Fooliſhneſs, 
They could not think the Croſs to be the Tree of Lite, 
nor hope that a Crown of Thorns ſhould ever bring thenr 


Life from a dying Saviour, and to look for Salvation from 
one who could not ſave himſelf from the-Spite and Malice 
of his Enemies. This was the ſcandal of the Croſs, which 
hath ſtaggered” the Faith of many, To remove which 
twill be requiſite! to conſider theſe two things. 


| „ 1. That 


. 
v3 1. That Jeſus Chriſt ſuffered only what God by the Pro- 
phets foretold the Meſſias ſhould ſuffer. And, 


the Prophets foretold the Meſſias ſhould ſuffer. This 


"of 


A Sermon preael'd before 


2. That his Death and Sufferings were neceſſary for 
the accompliſhing the Ends for which he came. 1 
Fin, | ſay, that Chriſt ſuffered no more, than what 


will manifeſtly appear upon a Review of the Prophecies 
of Jaiah, Daniel, David and others; wherein all the 


_ Paſſages and Circumſtances of Chriſt's Death and Paſſion 


are ſo plainly deſcribed, as if they had been ated in their 


Days: Yea, all the Sacrifices and Offerings under the Law 


were but ſo many Types and Shadows of this great pro- 


2 Sacrifice, that was to be offered under the Goſ- 
pel. No 


w after ſo full and expreſs Predict ions and Decla- 


_ rations of the Sufferings of the Meſſiah, for any to be of- 


fended at a Crucified Saviour, is to ſtumble and fall in 


plain way; and to reject a Saviour, becauſe he came in the 
way and manner of God's Appointment, Moreover, 
- Secondly, Chriſt's Death and Sufferings were neceſſary 


for the accompliſhing of thoſe Ends for which he came, 
which were chiefly theſe two, viz. To make an Atone- 


ment for Sin; and to give us an Example of a Holy Life. 


For both which his Death and Paſſion were abſolutely 
neceſſary. For the «47 8 I Fd 
f, Death being the Wages of Sin, he that would ex- 


piate it, muſt die for it; and without ſhedding of Blood 


there being no Remiſlion, he that would remove it and re- 


concile us to God, whom we had offended, muſt ſhed 
his Blood, and lay down his Life for us, And becauſe 


the Blood of Bulls and of Goats and of mere Men could 
not do away Sin, the Son of God was to be ſacrificed, - 
to put a ſufficient Value and Virtue into the Expiation : 
nor could we be redeemed with ſuch corruptible things. 


as Silver and Gold, for it coſt more to redeem a Soul; 


and nothing but the precious Blood of Chriſt, as of 4 


Lamb without Blemiſh and without Spot, had ſufficient 


Worth and Power to effect ir, 


- 2dly, Another Deſign of Chriſt's coming was to dire& 
us to, and give us an Example of a Holy Life, in order 
to bring us to Life everlaſting: and to this his Suffer - 


ings and Paſſion were highly uſeful and neceſſary, ſor 
by that he hath left us an admirable Pattern of Patience, 


Humility and Meekneſs, Virtues only tried in the Fur- 
nace of Affſiction; his taking off the bitter Cup n 


ſelves under the ſharpeſt Trials. His forgiving, praying 


for and bleſſing his greareſt Enemies, have inſtructed us in 


thoſe hard and difficult Duties. He underwent the Ex- 
tremity of God's Wrath to ſatisfy divine Juſtice for our 
Sins, and paid our Debts to the utmoſt farthing, to teach 
us ſtrict Juſtice and Honeſty to one another, and bore the 
Agonies of Death, to take out its Sting, and arm us againſt 


the Fears of it: Chrift ſuffered (faith St. Peter) 'that be 


© might leave us an Es, that we ſhould follow his Steps, 
who when he was reviled, reviled not again, but committed 
bimſelf to him that judges righteouſly. _ „ 
For which Reaſon we are bid to look unto Jeſus, the 
Author and Finiſher of owr Faith, who for the G lory that was 
ſet before him endured the Croſs, and deſpiſed the Shame, and 


is now ſet down at the Right Hand of God, left ye be 


weary and faint in your Mind. All which conſidered, the 


Death and Sufferings of Chriſt are ſo far from being any 
juſt occaſion; of Offence, that tis a ſtrong Confirmation 


of his being the true Meſſias, and ſhews that he could not 
have been the Perſon, if he had not ſuffered thoſe things. 

4thly, The laſt, tho none of the leaſt Offences againſt 
our Saviour's Perſon, is the ſeeming impoſſible Subſiſtence 
of two Natures in one Perſon, which hath made many ſay 
in this Caſe, as Nicodemus did in another, How can theſe 
things be? This Offence firſt began with the Jews, who 
accuſed him of Blaſphemy for ſaying, he was the Son of 


God; when in healing the Paralyrick, he ſaid, thy Sins 


are forgiven thee, they roſe up the Charge of Blaſphemy 
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us ſubmiſſion to the divine Will, and Reſignation of our 


. ; 


higher upon him: and when he affirmed himſelf to be be- 


fore, and greater than their Father Abraham, and that 


Abraham ſaw his Day and rejoiced in it, they were about 


to ſtone him, ſaying, whom makeſt thou thy ſelf 5 


This was after followed by Arizs, and other Hereticks 


who denied the Divinity of Chriſt, becauſe they could 
not conceive how the ſame Perſon ſhould be both God and 
Man, which was all one as to make him both finite and in- 
finite, a Creator and Creature; which, tho in different 
Reſpects, they loaded with all manner of Abſurdity and 
Contradictions. TR 10S | 
This old Hereſy is now again revived and rubbed up by 
the Sectaries and Free-thinkers of our Age, to whom this 
Myſterious Union of the divine and human Nature in the 


Perſon of the Meſſias, is of late become a new Rock of Of- 
E 2 T feace 2 


4A Sermon pręarb d befort - 
Godhead of our Saviour being a Stumbling · block 
tothe Socinians, and to the Deiſts Fooliſhneſs. All which 
ſcanning the deep Myſteries of Religion by their ſhallow 
| Underſtandings, will admit nothing to be true, which 
they cannot comprehend by their weak Reaſoning z and ſo 
they reject revealed Truths, becapſe with Nicodemus they 
ſee not how theſe things can be. Now to remove this Stum- 
bling block, twill be requiſite to conſider theſe two things. 
II, The ſhortneſs of our Underſtanding even in com- 
mon and natural things: And „ 
2aly, The much greater weakneſs of our Reaſon in Di- 
vine and Spiritual Matters. And then we ſhall ſee, that 
tho the Union of two Natures in Chriſt be above the diſ- 
cCovery of human Reaſon; yet we have all the Reaſon 
in the World to believe it from divine Revelation, And, 
1. They who object the Difficulty of underſtanding 
this Myſtery, will do well to conſider the ſhortneſs of 
their Underſtanding in far leſs matters, that lie more level 
to it. If we look into Nature, Art, or Providence, we 
mall find each of them affording Myſteries enough to 
baffle and confound our Reaſon; and many things which 
we Gly behold and believe too, are above the reach of 
our ſhallow Underſtandings. Are not the wiſeſt Philo- I 
lophers puzzled about the Nature of Sounds and Colours, 
which are the daily and-ordinary Obje&s of our Senſes ? 
Who can folve the Riddles of Sympathy and Antipathy ? 
or ſhew why the Loadſtone draws Iron, when its In- 
fluence reaches not things of a more likely and eaſy At- 
traction? Is not our Reaſon at a loſs about the ebbing | 
and flowing of the Sea? Or can it tell us why the Needle 
of the Compaſs fo faithfully obſerves the North Pole? Is 
not the Naturaliſt's head at a nonplus about occult Quali- 
ties? and is he not forced to believe many things which 
he cannot comprehend ? And if our Reaſon be thus at 
a ſtand in theſe natural things that commonly occur to 
our Senſes, how much more weak mult it be, 
2. In divine and ſpiritual matters? Here the Candle 
of our Reaſon muſt web very dim, and ſtand in need of 
ſome brighter Light to illuminate and direct it. The. 
natural Man (ſaith the Apoſtle) diſcerns not the things of 
Goa, neither indeed can he, becauſe they are 82 aif- 
cerned, 1 Cor. 2. 14. How little does the Soul know of 
it ſelf, of Angels and Spirits; and how much leſs of God 
himſelf! Can a Bucket comprehend the Ocean? — 4 


a 
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7 te Univerſity of Onford. 3 
Span meaſure the Heavens? No more can our weak Rea- 
ſon. fathom divine Myſteries. Does not the Splendor of 


\- ome Objects dazzle and confound the Sight? Can our 


weak Eyes behold the Sun? How much leſs can our 
ſhort Sight penetrate into the divine Nature, or a Hnite 
Underſtanding graſp Infinity? Does not every little 


Fly or Worm puzzle us, to find out the ſecret Springs of - 
its Life and Motion? And can we hope thorowly toknow - 
. whoſe Nature and Ways are unſearchable and pail 


ding out? Who can tell what kind of Knot it 4s 
ties our Souls and Bodies together; or diſcover the ſecret - 
Band that unites Time to Eternity? And ſhall we deny 


the ineffable Con junction of two Natures in Chriſt, be- 


Truth itſelf, we have all the Reaſon in the world to be- 


— 


cauſe we cannot uptie all the Difficulties of that myite- 
rious Union? In ſhort, hw e e. 
This great Truth being revealed to us by Him who is 


lieve it, tho it be above the Ken and 8 of 
our ſhallow reaſoning: and therefore it will become us to 
ſabmit our Reaſon to Faith, not ſaying with Virade mm, 
bow can theſe things be? but with him in the Goſpel, I be- 
lieve, Lord, ** Unbelief. Thus we fee the Offences 
taken againſt t > 5 our Saviour, together with 
the Groundleſneſs and Invalidity of them. Thoſe againſt 
his Doctrine are, | 

_ Firſt, The pretended Novelty of it. When our Saviour 
reached his firſt famous Sermon on the Mount, wherein 
e vindicated the Law from the corrupt Gloſſes and In- 
terpretations of the Scribes and Phariſees, and reſined it 
into a more pure and perfect Rule of Life and Manners, 
we read that many were offended at it, and queſtion'd 
among themſelves, ſaying, What new Doctrine i thu ? 
Mark 1. 27. When St. Paul afterwards preached the ame 
Doctrine, ſome ſaid, What will this Babler ſay ? and others, 
that he was a Setter forth of ſtrange Gods, becauſe; he 
preached Jeſus and the Reſurrection, Act, 17. And the 

Chriſtians that embraced it were ſtiled a new upſtart dect 
of the Nazarenes, who where every were ſpoken againſt, 
Atts 2.3. 22. | 
2 adds Strength and Credit to any Doctrine, as 
having paſt the teſt and trial of many Ages: whereas 
Novelty and Innovation is a Blemiſh and Prejudice to 
any Opinion or Practice, as having no Vouchers beyond 
preſent time, and is commonly the Product of hs 
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and new-fangled Brains. And therefore the Enemies of 
Chriſtianity, to decry and put a ſtop to it, charged i 


— 


with Novelty, ſaying upon all occaſions, What new Doc- 


trine is this? Now to remove this Offence, we 'may 


note that Chriſt's Doctrine was ſo'far from being new, 


that it was from the beginning, and commenced imme- 


Aiately after the Fall of our firſt Parent For the firſt 


Promiſe in Paradiſe of the Seed of the Woman's breaking 
the Serpent's Head, was the Dawning of the Goſpel, or 


the Twilight of Chriſtianity ; which appeared à little 


brighter to Abraham, Moſes, and the Prophets, who 
ſpoke of and believed in Chritt; the Light of whoſe Pro- 


Phecies ſhined more and more to the perfect Day of his 


Appearance, when this Sun of Righteouſneſs aroſe with 


under the Goff 


healing in his Wings, and enlightned the benighted World 
with the brighter Beams of his Doctrine and Miracles. 
The Covenant and Promiſes, with the Conditions an- 
nexed to them, were the. ſame under the Law with thoſe 

1: Abraham and the Patriarchs were juſti- 
fied by Faith then as we are now, and we are faid to be 
ſaved even as they; the only difference was, not in the 
matter of the Doctrine or Method of Salvation, but in the 
manner of revealing and diſpenſing of it. Our Father 
Abraham and others under the Old Teſtament believed in 


,a Saviour to come, and that was counted to them for 


Righteouſneſs; but we Chriſtians under the New believe 
in one actually come: they relied on a promiſed Meſſiah, 
and we upon a God manifeſt in the Fleſh : But the Perſon 
and Means by which they are ſaved, are in both the ſame; 
for they that are of Faith, (faith the Apoſtle) that is, 
true Believers as Abraham was, are blefſed with faithful 
Abraham, Gal. 3.9. $; 

Again, The Doctrine of Chriſt was more obſcurely re- 
veal d under the Law in dark Types and Shadows, There 
was a Veil over Moſess Face, and our Fathers were ſaid 


to be all under a Cloud; they were left to gather ſpiritual - 


Promiſes out of temporal, and could only ſee thro a Glaſs 
darkly into a myſtical Senſe of them: Whereas thoſe 
things now are more clearly reveal'd, and Life and Im- 
mortality brought to light by the Goſpel, The Veil is 
taken off of Moſess Face, and all the dark 14 and 
Shadows of the Law are unriddled and diſperſed by the 
Brightneſs of his coming; but ſtill the Doctrine is the 


ſame in both, as it is one and the fame Sun that ſometimes 


eps 


* 
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a brighter Laſtre : ſo that Chriſt's Doctrine was 


' fally accuſed of Novelty, which can ſhew the longelt 


Preſcription ; and no other can vye Antiquity with it, 


all Deviations from it being but ſo many Errors and Inno. © 


e enn of Od. "ag © 
peeps out faintly thro a Cloud, and at other times. ſhines 
Wit 


vations ſuper · induced upon it. And this may ſerve to re- 


move, 


Secondly, Another Offence. agrinſt Chriſt's Doctrine, 


and that is its ſeeming 6 to the Law of Moſes. 
y 


This was often objected by the Scribes and Phariſees, 


who charged him with teaching things contrary to the 


Law; and frequently upbraided him, ſaying, Why do thy 
Diſciples tranſgreſi the Traditions 7 the Elders? Mat. 15.2. 


The Fews had the Law of Moſes and the Traditions of -' 


the Elders in very Righ eſteem and veneration, making 


the 2 of their Traditions an Article of their Creed, 
ervation of them to be a perpetual and in- 


and the O 
diſpenſable Obligation, So that when they ſaw Chriſt 
and his Diſciples ſometimes acting againſt the Letter of 
Moſes's Law, as in the caſe of the Sabbath and eating the 
Shew-bread ; and at other times violating the Law of 
their Cuſtoms, as in eating with unwaſhen hands, and the 
like: when, ! 
their Law and Traditions, and teaching Men ſo, they be- 
came impatient both of him and his Doctrine, rejecting 
him as a Blaſphemer, and his Doctrine as an Impoſture. 
But to remove this Stumbling-block, we muſt note, that 
Moſes's Law was partly Moral and partly Ceremonial. 
As for the Moral part of it, conſiſting of the Decalogue or 
tea Commandments, he was ſo far from hong or 
contradicting it, that he declared, he came not to deſtroy 
the Law, but to fulfil and perfect it. Which he did by 


reinforcing and heightning the Obligation of it, confirm 
ing it with ſtronger Arguments, and encouraging it with- 


better Promiſes, higher Motives, and greater Aſſiſtances. 

But for the Ritual and Ceremonial Part of Aaſess Law, 
conſiſting of Types and Shadows of good things to come, 
that was not properly deſtroyed or abrogated by him, but 
fell of it ſelf, and ceaſed of courſe at the coming of Him 
in whom they were all compleated. For as Shadows va- 
niſh at the approach of the Sun; ſo did the ſhadowy Types 
and Ceremonies of the Law give place. to.the Subſtance, 


or their Law of Cuſtoms and Tradi-, 


tions 


and diſappeared at She coming or ring of this Sun of 


Righteouſneſs. As 


ſay, they ſaw him thus acting contrary to 
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- ' them no further, than by reſcuing them from Superſti- 


them, which 


| —- tion, and taking off that vain Opinion of Holineſs ant 
 Neceffity, Which the Scribes and Phariſees had added ro 
them. He did not forbid them to waſh their Hands be- 

fore eating, nor require them to abſtain from the inno- 
cent Cuſtoms and Ceremonies of that kind, but only wille& 


them not to xe any Sanctity or doctrinal Neceſſity in 
e condemned, as teaching for Doctrine the 
Commandments of Men. So that the Oppoſition be- 


tween Chrilt and Moſes is only ſeeming, not real; for the | 


Doctrine is the ſame in both, and differs not in Subſtance, 


N but only in Shadows and Ceremonies, which make no: 


material Alteration. | 


Thirdly, Another Offence againſt Chriſt's Doctrine is the 


feeming difficulty and oppolition it hath” to Fleſh and 
Blood; its Principles (ſay ſome) are hard to be believed, 


and its Precepts harder to be practiſed. For they re- 
aire ſome things againft Nature, as to pluck out a right 


and to cut off a right Hand, and to deny our ſelves 


5 Crols, to love Enemies, and the like, which are Burdens 


too heavy and grievous to be born: yea, its Precepts (ſay 
they) command ſome things contrary to the common In- 


tereſt of Mankind, as to part with our Goods and follow. 


Chriſt, to ſell all that we have and give to the Poor, which 


would leave us deſtitute, and force us to turn Beggars 


our ſelves: nay, they require ns not only to part with 


our Luſts, bat on ſome Occaſions our Lives too, which 


are hard fayings, who can bear them? 


ſualiſts and voluptuous Perſons, who are ſo fond of this 
World, as to prefer and perſue the Trifles of Earth bes 


fore the much better Treaſure and more enduring Sub- 
ſtance of Heaven: To remove which, I ſhall endeayour 


to demonſtrate, © ICS {> ang, 7 
1/t; That the Doctrine and Precepts of our Saviour are 
moſt agreeable to the beft Reaſon and trueſt Intereſt of 


Mankind. And, 


2a Coumere it with all other Doctrines and Conrſes 
of Lite that ſeem to rival and be ſet up againſt it: And 


Ye, a 
An the moſt natural and pleaſing Inclinations, which are 
as dear to us as either; to forgive Injuries, to take up the 


This is the great Stumbling- block of Libertines, Sen? 


er we ſhall plainly ſee this pretended*® Difficulty "*@ . 
vaniſh. os 70 . e R Bt 1 
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tions of the. Elders, our Savibur oppoſed and repealed Ez 
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1, I fy; the Precepts of Chriſt are high conſonant |. 
to Reaſon, and ſuited to the Sentiments of à rational 
Mind; for what can be more fit, than that We ſhould'love 


God above all things, Who is our Maker and Preferyer, 
and our Neighbour às our ſelves, which is the Sam of a1 
Chriſt's Religion? And as theſe things are agreeable to 
Nature and Reaſon, ſo are they ſuited to out trueſt and 
beſt Intereſt; and tend more to the Eaſe and Happineſs 
of Body and Soul, than any contrary Practices. Lo be 
humble, patient and contented with our condition, is far 
more eaſy than to be proud, peeviſh and impatient. O 
be overcome of evil, is mean and inglorious; but tis 4 


noble Victory to overcome Evil with Good. Yea, the 
hardeſt Duties of Chriſtianity, ſuch as Mortification. 


Self-denial, and taking up the Croſs. axe attended with far 


more Peace and Comfort, chan indulging the oppoſite © 


| 


Vices, and will in the end be recompenſed with'a mach 
better Reward. But if we compare Chriſt's Religion 
with the Moſaick Diſpenſation, which was clogged with 
many bardenſom Rites and Ceremonies, or with the Re- 
ligion 7 Heathen, which conſiſted in barbarous and 
bloody Sacrifices, or with the Service of Sin, which is at- 
tended with the baſeſt and vileſt Drudgeries, we ſhall © 
ſee plainly Chriſt's Yoke to be eaſy, and his Burden not 
only light but delightfom. - J Sn TIE 
Fourthly, The laſt Offence againſt Chriſt's Doctrine was 
its pretended — * to the ſecular Powers; this was 
objected to him both by Jews and Romans, who accuſed 
him, before Pilate, ſaying, We find this Fellow perverting 
the Nation, and forbidding to give Tribute to Ceſar, ſaying, 
that Himſelf is a' King, crying out, F thou let this Man 
go, thou art not Ceſar's Fiend; for whoſoever maketh him 
ſelf a King, ſpeaketh againſt Ceſar, Luke 23. 2. Fohbn 19. 12. 
They charged our Saviour with a Deſign of dethroning 
Ceſar, and ſetting up himſelf as a rival King to ſabvert 
and uſurp his Kingdom. His Diſciples too that came to 
him, were looked upon as Traitors joining in the ſame De- 
ſign; and to be a Friend to our Saviour was to be an Ene- 
my to Ceſar. Hence they accuſed the Apoſtles as Perſons, 
that would turn the World upſide down, doing things con- 
trary to the Decrees of Ceſar, ſaying, that there is another 
King, one Jeſus, Acts 17. 6, 7, Now to obviate this Ob. 
jection, our Saviour denied not himſelf to be a King, for 
the Prophets in the Old Teſtament generally ſtyle the 
1 8 | Bb - | *Meſbag 
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. Meſſiss, the King of {jr ael, and declare, that of his R. en 
eee no end. However, this he tells them far | 
0 Offence: to Ceſar or any earthly Prince, for bis King- 
nat of #bis World ; if it were, he would have zgions 
Men and Angels to ſcatter and confound all the Powers 
WF Earth. - But that was none of his Buſineſs or Intent, 
_ - - 36 was no temporal King, to rule over Mens. Bodies 
* yn „ ſpiritual, to rule in their Hearts and Con- 
|| Irlences, -which no temporal Power can reach; be came 
pot to ſhake the Crowns, or weaken the Power of Princes, 
bat to ſubvert the Kingdom of Satan, and deſtroy the 
Works of the Devil, to-ſubdue Sin and plant Grace in 
_ the Hearts of i wers, to fit them for Glory, to 
_ VFanquiſh che Powers of Death and Hell, and all our 
"-wmoltly E wers with triumph 


Enemies, and to lead his Follo 
inte the Kingdom of Heaven. n 5 8705 
Neither did his Doctrine in the leaſt diminiſh the Rights | 
of Sovereignty, | He owned himſelf to be a Subject of 
Ceſar, and commanded all his Followers to render unto 
Ceſar the tungs that aer Ceſer that is, Honour, Obe- 
dience and Tribute, which he himſelf punually pads 
and tauglit his x or to do the ſame. - When Tribute 
was demanded: of him, and he had not wherewithal 
to pay it, he wrought a Miracle for himſelf and Peter; ſo 
tender was he of offending the higher Powers. He ac- 
knowledg'd Pilates Power to be given him from above, 
and ſubmitted to it in the hardeſt Caſe; he forbad all man · 
ner of Reſiſtance and Rebellion: and when St. Peter 
drew his Sword for that purpoſe, he check d his Ra ſhneſs, 
willing him to put up his Sword; for he that aſeth his 
Sword againſt lawful Authority ſhould periſh by it. By 
which we ſee the Falſhood and Injuſtice of this Offence 
our Saviour being rather a"Friend- than an Enemy to 
Ceſar, ind his Doctrine inſtead of ſhaking the Crowns of 
Frintes, ſerves rather to fix and ſettle them the farther on 
their Heads. Moreover we learn hence, the true Senſe of 
our Saviour's ſaying, his Kingdom was not ef this World, 
whereby he diſclaimed indeed all temporal Power in 
worldly Matters which he left to the Princes of the Earth, 
Who exerciſed Dominion over them; but he denied not a 
_ ſpiritual Power in matters pertaining to the Kingdom of 
Heaven, whichhe exerciſed himſelf, and after gave to his 
188 and their Succeſſors for the well- governing of his 
Church; of which ſome, by a miſtaken laterpretation of 
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tele Words, have endeavoured to deprive both his Mint. / 

de And the Church. Thus we ſee the Offences taken 
ie Perſon 72 Doctrine of our Bleſſed ye, Hey 
and ke iſe what little Ground or Realon there is for all 


: them. 2 '4 n „ 
hat is the Rite of theſe Offences from 


* . 


| | thro them: and | 
| 5 y from the Corruption and Deceitfulneſs. of 


ens Hearts, which are too apt to join iſſue with the 
"empter, and to 2 545 K pune „* i Lg 
Enemies, by an evil heatt o ief, in departing from 
the Nein God. Bat Tak Ofc rorend chichy trams =! 
the Allurements of the World and an inordinate Love of 
the Profits, Pleaſures and Preferments of this Life, This 
was the deplorable Folly and Miſery of the Fews, who 
had Io pole their minds with ations of world- 
ly Greatneſs at the coming of the Meſſias, that they de- 
ſpiſed the Meanneſs of our Saviour, and diſdained him of 
whom they were 4 e Wl IR Bp r 
Chriſt, inſtead of healing the Diſeaſes of the ſick, cured | 
the Diſtempers of their State, and reſtored again te 
Kingdom to rael; had he inſtead of caſting out Devils, 
caſt out the Romans, whom they hated much more; and | 
when he wrought a Miracle to pay tribute, had he 
- wrought another to free them from paying any, he had 
[wag __ 1 Saviour 101 * turn, he could -_=_ be no 
than the promi bed or long- expect eſſias, 
and would haſh received him with the greateſt Joy and 
Veneration. Bat when inſtead of faving and delivering | 
them, they found him a Fellow-Saufferer with them un- j 
der the Roman Voke, and ſeeing him lifted up on a Croſs, 
when they looked for his Advancement to a Crown; 
they could not hear of him with any Patience, but 
inſtead of receiving him as a Saviour, they rejected him 
as 2 Maleſacto r. 2s 
his was the Sin and Folly of the Jews. of old; and 
chere are ſome lil who, finding our" Saviour uſing his 
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. Coarſe, give me leave; tho 1-have Wa treſpaſſe - 
| Muck upon 1 Fee to add 4 fe uin gs touch 
WW che Danger and Miſery of thoſe; That fall ines Infidelit 
Anck Irreligion by theſe Stambling blocks? and the Bleſſed? - 
mo of all thaſe that eſcapes and os nok! ffended it them, + 
"Firſt, A Woe is" dena ö 44 World” becauſe dt * 


1 


"Offences both given and 8 maſt . 
. = Will come, 25 woe b vg them e*Offtence 


Fo Es ere better for rg that a Mii Son WAlw:- | 
| abb their Neck, and they thrown into the midi 
1 the = than. that they Grout link and periſh tor ever 
nie Gulf of Perdition';; 4 they that Able and -3 
* at tis Stumbling-ſtar al frrecoverably fall into the” 
Ptſt of Deſtruction. For "they loſe all the Bepefft 
3 Ariſt's Merits and Kisch and” fo muſt for hee 
tler che Vente ee of. divine Juſtice, "which t Py, 1 
neter ſatisfy: 151 "that" 3 doom em to | 
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